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The Lure of Literacy: A Critical Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate Michael Harker
Examines proposals for freshman composition’s abolition and reform while providing a new model for
courses.

The Lure of Literacy promises to transcend the stale and unproductive debate on freshman composition that
has gripped English studies for more than a century. It is the first book to chart the origin of the discussion
from the early twentieth century to the advent of the New Literacy Studies. Michael Harker recontextualizes
proposals to abolish compulsory composition and reimagines pedagogical conditions in English studies in
order to present a different model for first-year writing. This new model for compulsory composition
programs focuses on students’ attitudes about composition and interrogates the very idea of literacy itself.

“Required reading for anyone with a stake in the compulsory composition debate … The Lure of Literacy
demonstrates that curriculum reform with an eye toward the improvement of student learning is both
necessary and achievable … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“Harker clearly builds on current scholarship and brings his inquiries down to the very pragmatics of the
classroom. In a field full of critiques, but little substance, his voice is refreshing in that what he has been
arguing about is fully fleshed out in his lesson plans at the end.” — William H. Thelin, author of Writing
without Formulas

“The Lure of Literacy presents an incredibly accessible account of New Literacy Studies scholarship, which
serves the book’s larger purpose (i.e., to propose a First-Year Literacy Studies curriculum) extremely well.
Unlike a lot of books that rush through a discussion of an assignment or course that illustrates the
pedagogical impact of the theory or historical research, this book presents a carefully thought-out course,
complete with identifiable outcomes and lessons, that really does seem to have the potential to address the
persistent misconceptions of literacy that fuel the abolition debate.” — Chris Warnick, College of
Charleston.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

The publication with title The Lure of Literacy: A Critical Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joan Henderson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Lure of Literacy: A Critical
Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Lure of Literacy: A Critical
Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate become your current starter.

Robert Eslinger:

This The Lure of Literacy: A Critical Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Lure of Literacy: A Critical Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate in
your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Katherine Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Lure of Literacy: A Critical
Reception of the Compulsory Composition Debate.
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