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Despite not having been used in anger since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the atomic bomb is still the biggest
threat that faces us in the 21st century. As Bill Clinton's first secretary of defense, Les Aspin, aptly put it,
"The Cold War is over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold War world is decidedly not post-
nuclear." For all the effort to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it seems that the bomb is here to stay. This
Very Short Introduction reveals why.

The history and politics of the bomb are explained: from the technology of nuclear weapons, to the
revolutionary implications of the H-bomb, and the politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are set against a
backdrop of the changing international landscape, from the early days of development through the Cold War.

In this new edition, Joseph M. Siracusa includes a new concluding chapter, moving away from the emphasis
of nuclear weapons in the "age of terrorism", to the significant lessons to be learnt from the history of the
nuclear weapons era. Siracusa shows that because 21st century nuclear proliferation has deep roots in the
past, an understanding of the lessons of this nuclear history is paramount for future global policies to be
successful.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

Within other case, little people like to read book Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Melinda Gregory:

This Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Antonio Mock:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Theresa Kuykendall:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Nuclear Weapons: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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