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In this pioneering work of discourse analysis, Tomoko Masuzawa observes that the modern study of religion
is peculiarly ambivalent toward the question of origin. Today's historians of religion maintain that they have
abandoned speculative quests for the origin of religion; at the same time, they allege that concepts of
absolute beginnings are fundamental to religion itself. By renouncing the desire for origins that they claim
religious peoples embrace, historians can vicariously participate in the forbidden quest—so it
seems—without forfeiting the authority accruing from their objectivist position.

This ambivalence of contemporary scholars echoes their ambivalence toward the ancestral "giants" of the
discipline: Durkheim, Müller, and Freud. Masuzawa shows that the speculations of these three men on the
origins of religion render the very notion of time and history problematic and contain powerful instruments
for dislodging the position of "Western man" as the keeper of knowledge. Her critical rereading of these
forefathers is framed by a compelling discussion of the postmodernist subversion of absolute origins in the
works of Walter Benjamin and Rosalind Krauss and a comparison of Mircea Eliade and Nancy Munn's
accounts of the Australian aboriginal "dreamtime." Engaging a number of critical issues within the
burgeoning field of cultural studies, Masuzawa's book will have far-reaching implications not only for
religious studies but throughout the human sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Abel:

The actual book In Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and
Postmodernism) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book In
Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and Postmodernism) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Donna Salerno:

Typically the book In Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and
Postmodernism) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Mae Marks:

In Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and Postmodernism) can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing In Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and
Postmodernism) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.

Anna Humphrey:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the In Search of Dreamtime: The Quest for the Origin of Religion (Religion and Postmodernism) when
you essential it?
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