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This historical novel, Encounter (Mannam), by Hahn Moo-Sook, one of Asia's most honored writers, is a
story of the resilience in the Korean spirit. It is told through the experiences of Tasan, a high-ranking official
and foremost Neo-Confucian scholar at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Because of Tasan's
fascination with Western learning, then synonymous with Catholicism, he is exiled to a remote province for
18 years. In banishment he meets people from various social and religious backgrounds—Buddhist monks,
peasants, shamans—whom he would not otherwise have met. The events of Tasan's life are effectively used
to depict the confluence of Buddhist, Neo-Confucian, Taoist, and shamanistic beliefs in traditional Korea.

A subplot involves three young sisters, the daughters of a prominent Catholic aristocrat, and affords the
reader vivid glimpses into Yi-dynasty women's lives, particularly those of palace ladies, scholars' wives,
tavern keepers, shamans, and slaves. In contrast to the long-held Confucian stereotype of female
subservience, this story illustrates the richness of women's contribution to Korean culture and tradition.

Encounter's detailed narrative provides a broad and informed view of nineteenth-century Korea, making it a
highly useful book for courses on Korean literature and society. It will also be an engaging read for lovers of
historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia, No. 5).

Sharon McMichael:

Here thing why this kind of Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from Asia, No. 5) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century
Korea (Voices from Asia, No. 5) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea
(Voices from Asia, No. 5). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices
from Asia, No. 5) in e-book can be your choice.

Ethel Springer:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices
from Asia, No. 5) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joseph Chitwood:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century Korea (Voices from
Asia, No. 5) can make you experience more interested to read.
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