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When Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring premiered in Paris in 1913, the crowd rioted in response to the harsh
dissonance and jarring rhythms of its score. This was noise, not music. In Sublime Noise, Josh Epstein
examines the significance of noise in modernist music and literature. How?and why?did composers and
writers incorporate the noises of modern industry, warfare, and big-city life into their work?

Epstein argues that, as the creative class engaged with the racket of cityscapes and new media, they
reconsidered not just the aesthetic of music but also its cultural effects. Noise, after all, is more than a sonic
category: it is a cultural value judgment?a way of abating and categorizing the sounds of a social space or of
new music. Pulled into dialogue with modern music’s innovative rhythms, noise signaled the breakdown of
art’s autonomy from social life?even the "old favorites" of Beethoven and Wagner took on new cultural
meanings when circulated in noisy modern contexts. The use of noise also opened up the closed space of art
to the pressures of publicity and technological mediation.

Building both on literary cultural studies and work in the "new musicology," Sublime Noise examines the
rich material relationship that exists between music and literature. Through close readings of modernist
authors, including James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster, and Ezra Pound, and composers,
including George Antheil, William Walton, Erik Satie, and Benjamin Britten, Epstein offers a radically
contemporary account of musical-literary interactions that goes well beyond pure formalism. This book will
be of interest to scholars of Anglophone literary modernism and to musicologists interested in how music
was given new literary and cultural meaning during that complex interdisciplinary period.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the
Modernist Writer will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

John Harris:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Sublime Noise:
Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Arnold Allison:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Sublime Noise:
Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writeris a single of
several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Laree Drummond:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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