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In both the historic record and the popular imagination, the story of nineteenth-century westward expansion
in America has been characterized by notions of annexation rather than colonialism, of opening rather than
conquering, and of settling unpopulated lands rather than displacing existing populations.

Using the territory that is now New Mexico as a case study, Manifest Destinies traces the origins of
Mexican Americans as a racial group in the United States, paying particular attention to shifting meanings of
race and law in the nineteenth century.

Laura E. Gómez explores the central paradox of Mexican American racial status as entailing the law's
designation of Mexican Americans as &#“white” and their simultaneous social position as non-white in
American society. She tells a neglected story of conflict, conquest, cooperation, and competition among
Mexicans, Indians, and Euro-Americans, the region’s three main populations who were the key architects
and victims of the laws that dictated what one’s race was and how people would be treated by the law
according to one’s race.

Gómez’s path breaking work—spanning the disciplines of law, history, and sociology—reveals how the
construction of Mexicans as an American racial group proved central to the larger process of restructuring
the American racial order from the Mexican War (1846–48) to the early twentieth century. The emphasis on
white-over-black relations during this period has obscured the significant role played by the doctrine of
Manifest Destiny and the colonization of northern Mexico in the racial subordination of black Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Latonya Sams:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race book is readable by
means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race content conveys objective easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican
American Race is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Laverne Dunbar:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Manifest
Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Roy Taylor:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American
Race. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jamila Coles:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican
American Race was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Manifest Destinies:
The Making of the Mexican American Race has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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