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A Weekly Book List selection of The Chronicle of Higher Education.

  The Union states of what is now the Midwest have received far less attention from historians than those of
the East, and much of Michigan's Civil War story remains untold. The eloquent letters of James W. King
shed light on a Civil War regiment that played important roles in the battles of Stones River, Chickamauga,
and Missionary Ridge. King enlisted in the 11th Michigan in 1861 as a private and rose to the rank of
quartermaster sergeant. His correspondence continues into the era of Reconstruction, when he tried his hand
at raising cotton in Tennessee and Alabama and found himself caught up in the social and political upheavals
of the postwar South.

 King went off to war as an obscure nineteen-year-old farm boy, but he was anything but average. His letters
to Sarah Jane Babcock, his future wife, vividly illustrate the plight and perspective of the 
rank-and-file Union infantryman while revealing the innermost thoughts of an articulate, romantic, and
educated young man.

 King's wartime correspondence explores a myriad of issues faced by the common Federal soldier: the angst,
uncertainty, and hope associated with long distance courtship; the scourge of widespread and often fatal
diseases; the rapid evolution of views on race and slavery; the doldrums of camp life punctuated with the
horrors of combat and its aftermath; the gnawing anxiety while waiting for mail from home; the incessant
gambling, drunkenness, and profanity of his comrades; and the omnipresent risk of death or crippling
disability as the cost of performing his duty: to preserve the Union.

 Through meticulous research and careful editing, Eric R. Faust presents a story that does not cease with
King's muster out, or even with Lee's surrender at Appomattox. King's postwar correspondence illuminates
the struggles of a soldier disabled by wounds, trying to find his place in a civilian world forever changed by
war. Like thousands of other Northern soldiers, King traveled south to raise cotton. The letters he penned on
the plantation defy the timeworn stereotype of carpetbaggers as ruthless opportunists who deprived the South
of its capital and dignity after the war.
 
A kind twist of fate boosted King to prominence in his home state as editor of Michigan's foremost
Republican newspaper. Through his remarkable rise to the national stage, the reader gains insight into the
heated political climate of the Reconstruction era and the Gilded Age, and more generally into the deeply
complex legacy of the American Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Conspicuous Gallantry: The
Civil War and Reconstruction Letters of James W. King, 11th Michigan Volunteer Infantry (Civil War in the
North) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Christine Erhart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Conspicuous Gallantry: The Civil War and
Reconstruction Letters of James W. King, 11th Michigan Volunteer Infantry (Civil War in the North) is kind
of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ella Nebel:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Conspicuous Gallantry:
The Civil War and Reconstruction Letters of James W. King, 11th Michigan Volunteer Infantry (Civil War
in the North) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lionel Huggins:

You may get this Conspicuous Gallantry: The Civil War and Reconstruction Letters of James W. King, 11th
Michigan Volunteer Infantry (Civil War in the North) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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