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Throughout its history, Christianity has adapted to contemporary society and culture in order to reach people
effectively and have an impact on the world. This process often evokes controversy. Certainly this is the case
in the current century, and so it was in the sixteenth. Robert Bireley argues that early modern Catholicism,
the period known more traditionally as the Counter Reformation, was both shaped by and an active response
to the profound changes of the sixteenth century?the growth of the state; economic expansion and social
dislocation; European colonialism across the seas; the Renaissance; and, of course, the Protestant
Reformation.

Bireley finds that there were two fundamental, contrasting desires that helped shape early modern
Catholicism: the desire especially of a lay elite to lead a full Christian life in the world and the widespread
desire for order and discipline after the upheavals of the long sixteenth century. He devotes particular
attention to new methods of evangelization in the Old World and the New, education at the elementary,
secondary, and university levels, the new active religious orders of women as well as men, and the effort to
create a spirituality for the Christian living in the world.

This book will be of great value to all those studying the political, social, religious, and cultural history of the
period.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Robert Bireley, S.J., is professor of history at Loyola University Chicago. He is the author of three books
including The Counter-Reformation Prince: Antimachiavellianism or Catholic Statecraft in Early Modern
Europe and Politics and Religion in the Age of the Counterreformation: Emperor Ferdinand II, William
Lamormaini, S.J., and the Formation of Imperial Policy as well as a number of articles on early modern
European History.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:



"Bireley has produced a fine new survey of the history of Catholicism in the early modern period. He targets
his reassessment of the "Counter Reformation" at advanced undergraduates and the general public. He has
served them well. . . . This book should be considered required reading for all those who teach about the
early modern world at any level, whether from a historical, theological, or cultural perspective. . .
.""?Theological Studies

"This book is an excellent introduction to the topic. It is thorough, yet concise and written clearly. It would
be appropriate for use as a text for colleges or seminaries and could easily be appropriated and appreciated
by adult study groups or adults interested in knowing more about how their faith has been fashioned by the
society in which it has lived, and how, in turn, their faith has fashioned society. Highly
recommended."?Catholic Library World

"The learned Jesuit author of this concise textbook is well known for his studies, in English and German, on
the relations of Catholic counsellors, especially members of the Society of Jesus, and statesmen of early
modern Europe, and on Catholic statecraft at that time more generally. . . . Bireley argues for a period of
Catholic renewal which, for all its special intensity, was not in any sense a mere reaction to or product of the
Protestant challenge. There is stress here on institutional change, involving popes, bishops, and clergy, on
new forms of spirituality, both in more traditional regular communities and in innovative groups pursuing a
more active form of religious commitment, and on advances in Catholic education, for laity as well as clergy,
females as well as males.""?Catholic Historical Review
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-
1700: A Reassessment of the Counter Reformation book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jodie Long:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Refashioning of
Catholicism, 1450-1700: A Reassessment of the Counter Reformation that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The
Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-1700: A Reassessment of the Counter Reformation become your starter.

Ellen McNulty:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be examine. The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-1700: A
Reassessment of the Counter Reformation can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Andrew Hulbert:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450-
1700: A Reassessment of the Counter Reformation can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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