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Using the life and work of influential Chinese writer Guo Moruo (1892–1978), reflects on China’s
encounters with modernity, Communism, and capitalism.

Why did China’s intellectuals turn to Communism? Reflecting on China’s encounters with modernity,
Communism, and capitalism, Xiaoming Chen offers an explanation by using as a case study the life and
work of influential Chinese writer Guo Moruo (1892–1978). Guo was dedicated to the May Fourth
Movement, which sought to bring reform, republicanism, and modern Western ideas to China, but
abandoned these ideals for Communism in the mid-1920s. While the hope of national salvation was a major
factor in Guo’s conversion, Chen suggests other reasons, including a desire to save the whole world, a goal
that was consistent with the traditional Confucian call to not only “manage the state” but also “harmonize the
world.” Chen also argues that despite the collectivist and totalitarian outcome of the Chinese Communist
movement, Marx’s initial promise of ultimate individual emancipation served as a major attraction to
intellectuals like Guo, who came to view Marxist Communism as the most efficient and thorough way to
fulfill their dream of individual freedom.

The book covers Guo’s intellectual and personal transitions, how the fight against the Confucian family
system became the Marxist emancipation of the individual from capitalism, and how the Confucian struggle
against sexual desire ceded to a struggle against material desires. The various combinations of Western and
Confucian thought that Guo adopted ultimately led to a synthesis of Confucianism and Marxism-Leninism.

“While hundreds of books on Guo have been published in Chinese, only a few studies in English are
exclusively on Guo’s life or works, among which, Xiaoming Chen’s monograph … is, so far, the most
important … Chen’s study of the early years of Guo Moruo has made an important addition to the study of
Guo as well as the path of Chinese intellectuals to … Communism.” — China Review International

“This short book offers a different perspective on the role of Confucianism in the May Fourth period and
shows in meticulous detail how commitment to Confucian values as well as critiques of it justified at least
one intellectual’s turn to Marxism … Those with a general interest in modern intellectual history or in
Chinese history will enjoy reading this highly readable piece of scholarship.” — The Historian

“…Chen offers an explanation for the debate about Guo’s political integrity—whether he was a loyal
communist or opportunist—because of the longevity of his career … in modern Chinese history.” —
CHOICE

“Now that the Communist revolution has proven to be a failure, it is worthwhile to reexamine the way in
which intellectuals of the early twentieth century became enamored with Communism. This book is a good
example of just such a meticulous review. It addresses a very valid and central question for historians of the
twentieth century, particularly in Chinese history.” — Stephen Uhalley Jr., author of A History of the
Chinese Communist Party
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

This From the May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to
Communism (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That From the May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and
the Chinese Path to Communism (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) without we know teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry From the
May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to Communism (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This From the
May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to Communism (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Patricia Oyler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this From the May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to
Communism (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).

Bernadine Parker:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually From the May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to
Communism (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).



Kent Moore:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
From the May Fourth Movement to Communist Revolution: Guo Moruo and the Chinese Path to
Communism (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) when you required it?
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