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Though the genocide of 1994 catapulted Rwanda onto the international stage, English-language historical
accounts of the Great Lakes region of Eastern Africa--which encompasses Burundi, eastern Congo, Rwanda,
western Tanzania, and Uganda--are scarce. Drawing on colonial archives, oral tradition, archeological
discoveries, anthropologic and linguistic studies, and his thirty years of scholarship, Jean-Pierre Chrétien
offers a major synthesis of the history of the region, one still plagued by extremely violent wars. This
translation brings the work of a leading French historian to an English-speaking audience for the first
time.Chrétien retraces the human settlement and the formation of kingdoms around the sources of the Nile,
which were "discovered" by European explorers around 1860. He describes these kingdoms' complex social
and political organization and analyzes how German, British, and Belgian colonizers not only transformed
and exploited the existing power structures, but also projected their own racial categories onto them. Finally,
he shows how the independent states of the postcolonial era, in particular Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda,
have been trapped by their colonial and precolonial legacies, especially by the racial rewriting of the latter by
the former.Today, argues Chrétien, the Great Lakes of Africa is a crucial region for historical research--not
only because its history is fascinating but also because the tragedies of its present are very much a function
of the political manipulations of its past.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Great
Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Jennifer Phinney:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Great
Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of
Historyis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world on this book.

Louetta Cantrell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Great Lakes of
Africa: Two Thousand Years of History which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Edwina Hinkle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History.
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