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It was not long ago that scientists proclaimed victory over polio, the dread disease of the 1950s. More
recently polio resurfaced, not conquered at all, spreading across the countries of Africa. As we once again
face the specter of this disease, along with other killers like AIDS and SARS, this powerful book reminds us
of the personal cost, the cultural implications, and the historical significance of one of modern humanity's
deadliest biological enemies. In Polio and Its Aftermath Marc Shell, himself a victim of polio, offers an
inspired analysis of the disease. Part memoir, part cultural criticism and history, part meditation on the
meaning of disease, Shell's work combines the understanding of a medical researcher with the sensitivity of a
literary critic. He deftly draws a detailed yet broad picture of the lived experience of a crippling disease as it
makes it way into every facet of human existence.

Polio and Its Aftermath conveys the widespread panic that struck as the disease swept the world in the mid-
fifties. It captures an atmosphere in which polio vied with the Cold War as the greatest cause of unrest in
North America--and in which a strange and often debilitating uncertainty was one of the disease's salient but
least treatable symptoms. Polio particularly afflicted the young, and Shell explores what this meant to
families and communities. And he reveals why, in spite of the worldwide relief that greeted Jonas Salk's
vaccine as a miracle of modern science, we have much more to fear from polio now than we know.
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From reader reviews:

Linda King:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of Culture. Try to stumble through
book Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of Culture as your friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Hubert Wooten:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of
Culture. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Alexandra Stafford:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of
Culture is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Doris Stone:

You will get this Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of Culture by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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