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Slogans such as "Let's put Christ back into Christmas" or "Jesus is the Reason for the Season" hold an appeal
to Christians who oppose the commercializing of events they hold sacred. However, through a close look at
the rise of holidays in the United States, Leigh Schmidt show us that commercial appropriations of these
occasions were as religious in form as they were secular. The rituals of America's holiday bazaar that
emerged in the nineteenth century offered a luxuriant merger of the holy and the profane--a heady blend of
fashion and faith, merchandising and gift-giving, profits and sentiments, all celebrations of a devout
consumption. In this richly illustrated book, which captures both the blessings and ballyhoo of American
holiday observances for the mid-eighteenth century through the twentieth, the author offers a reassessment of
the "consumer rites" that various social critics have long decried for their spiritual emptiness and banal
sentimentality.

Schmidt tells the story of how holiday celebrations were almost banished by Puritans and other religious
reformers in the colonies but went on to be romanticized and reinvented in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Merchants and advertisers were crucial for the reimagining of the holidays, promoting them in a
grand, carnivalesque manner, which could include gargantuan fruit cakes, masked Santa Clauses, and
exploding valentines.

Along the way Schmidt uses everything from diaries to manuals on church decoration and window display to
show in bright detail the ways in which people have prepared for and celebrated specific holidays--such as
going Christmas shopping, making love tokens, choosing Easter bonnets, sending flowers to Mom, buying
ties for Dad. He demonstrates in particular how women took the lead as holiday consumers, shaping warm-
hearted celebrations of home and family through their intricate engagement with the marketplace. Bringing
together the history of business, religion, and gender, this book offers a fascinating cultural history of an
endlessly debated marvel--the commercialization of the American holidays.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Nguyen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays.

Dorothea Profitt:

This Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays can bring when you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kayla France:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays.

Ronald Kleiman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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