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Stepping Up to the Cold War Challenge: The Norwegian-American Lutheran Experience in 1950s Japan
describes the events that led to the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC), an American Christian
denomination, to respond to General MacArthur’s call for missionaries. This Church did not initially
respond, but did so in 1949 only after their missionaries had been expelled from China due to the victory of
communist forces on the mainland. Because they feared Japan would also succumb to communism in less
than ten years, the missionaries evaded ecumenical cooperation and social welfare projects to focus on
evangelism and establishing congregations. Many of the ELC missionaries were children and grandchildren
of Norwegian immigrants who had settled as farmers on the North American Great Plains. Based on
interview transcripts and other primary sources, this book intimately describes the personal struggles of
individuals responding to the call to be a missionary, adjusting to life in Japan, learning Japanese, raising a
family, and engaging in mission work. As the Cold War threat diminished and independence movements
elsewhere were ending colonialism, missionaries were compelled to change methods and attitudes. The
1950s was a time when missionaries went out much in the same manner that they did in the nineteenth
century. Through the voices of the missionaries and their Japanese coworkers, the book documents how
many of the traditional missionary assumptions begin to be questioned.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Norwegian-American Lutheran Experience in 1950s Japan:
Stepping up to the Cold War Challenge. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important any book The Norwegian-American Lutheran Experience in 1950s
Japan: Stepping up to the Cold War Challenge. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Denise Dennis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Norwegian-American Lutheran
Experience in 1950s Japan: Stepping up to the Cold War Challenge. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Thomas Lemos:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Norwegian-American Lutheran
Experience in 1950s Japan: Stepping up to the Cold War Challenge can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Mary Craine:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Norwegian-
American Lutheran Experience in 1950s Japan: Stepping up to the Cold War Challenge which is finding the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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