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Even at the height of its popularity in the early nineteenth century the historical novel faced criticism at
many levels. After its predominance in the 1810s and 1820s writers and historians shunned it as a travesty of
their respective disciplines. Even so, the historical novel has frequently attracted a wide-ranging public right
up to the present day. Brian Hamnett examines key novels, by authors including Scott, Balzac, Manzoni,
Dickens, Eliot, Flaubert, Fontane, Galdos, and Tolstoy, revealing the contradictions inherent in this form of
fiction and exposing the challenges writers faced in attempting to represent a reality that linked past and
present. He argues that the historical novel in the nineteenth century was a common European phenomenon
with considerable interconnection of themes and periods. Accordingly, the book ranges from the British Isles
and France through the Germanic territories, Italy and Spain, to the Russian Empire, identifying the different
objectives and phases of the historical novel. Although historical novels did appear in the two previous
centuries, the form came to maturity in the nineteenth century, a consequence of the developing nature of
history as a discipline distinct from literature and nhilosophy, and the increasing primacy of the novel for
writers and the reading public. Yet, the frontiers between history and literature remained blurred, and the two
disciplines continued to influence one another as each sought a faithful representation of human experience.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Koenig:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century
Europe: Representations of Reality in History and Fiction. You can choose the best book if you love reading
a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century
Europe: Representations of Reality in History and Fiction. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Keith Smith:

The book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe: Representations of Reality in History and
Fiction can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe:
Representations of Reality in History and Fiction? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe: Representations of Reality in
History and Fiction has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Theresa Diaz:

The book The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe: Representations of Reality in History and
Fiction has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Jim Molnar:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is The Historical Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe:
Representations of Reality in History and Fiction. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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