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This riveting and enlightening narrative unfolds on the night of August 16, 1996, with the brutal and
senseless murder of Eric Nesbitt, a young man stationed at Langley Air Force Base, at the hands of 18-year-
old Daryl Atkins. Over the course of more than a decade, Atkins's case has bounced between the lowest and
the highest levels of the judicial system. Found guilty and then sentenced to death in 1998 for Nesbitt's
murder, the Atkins case was then taken up in 2002 by the U.S. Supreme Court. The issue before the justices:
given Daryl Atkins's mental retardation, would his execution constitute cruel and unusual punishment, in
violation of the Eighth Amendment? A 6-3 vote said yes.

Daryl Atkins's situation was far from being resolved though. Prosecutors claimed that Atkins failed to meet
the statutory definition of mental retardation and reinstituted procedures to carry out his death sentence. Back
in circuit court, the jury returned its verdict: Daryl Atkins was not retarded. Atkins's attorneys promptly filed
a notice of appeal, and the case continues today.

Drawing on interviews with key participants; direct observation of the hearings; and close examination of
court documents, transcripts, and press accounts, Thomas G. Walker provides readers with a rare view of the
entire judicial process. Never losing sight of the stakes in a death penalty case, he explains each step in
Atkins's legal journey from the interactions of local law enforcement, to the decision-making process of the
state prosecutor, to the Supreme Court's ruling, and beyond. Walker sheds light on how legal institutions and
procedures work in real life-- and how they are all interrelated-- to help students better understand
constitutional issues, the courts, and the criminal justice system. Throughout, Walker also addresses how
disability, race, and other key demographic and social issues affect the case and society's views on the death
penalty.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Eligible For Execution to read.

Douglas Barlow:

The knowledge that you get from Eligible For Execution will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Eligible For Execution giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Eligible For Execution instantly.

Eliseo Watkins:

This book untitled Eligible For Execution to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Mary Perez:

This Eligible For Execution is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Eligible For Execution can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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