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Alchemy can't be science--common sense tells us as much. But perhaps common sense is not the best
measure of what science is, or was. In this book, Bruce Moran looks past contemporary assumptions and
prejudices to determine what alchemists were actually doing in the context of early modern science.
Examining the ways alchemy and chemistry were studied and practiced between 1400 and 1700, he shows
how these approaches influenced their respective practitioners' ideas about nature and shaped their inquiries
into the workings of the natural world. His work sets up a dialogue between what historians have usually
presented as separate spheres; here we see how alchemists and early chemists exchanged ideas and methods
and in fact shared a territory between their two disciplines.

Distilling Knowledge suggests that scientific revolution may wear a different appearance in different cultural
contexts. The metaphor of the Scientific Revolution, Moran argues, can be expanded to make sense of
alchemy and other so-called pseudo-sciences--by including a new framework in which "process can count as
an object, in which making leads to learning, and in which the messiness of conflict leads to discernment."
Seen on its own terms, alchemy can stand within the bounds of demonstrative science.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution
(New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy,
Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution (New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy,
Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution (New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Michelle Mills:

This Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution (New Histories of Science,
Technology, and Medicine) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution
(New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and
the Scientific Revolution (New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Typically the book Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution (New
Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suited to you. The book Distilling Knowledge: Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution
(New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Timothy Wingo:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can



have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Distilling Knowledge:
Alchemy, Chemistry, and the Scientific Revolution (New Histories of Science, Technology, and Medicine)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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