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In this engaging scientific memoir, Kenneth Ford recounts the time when, in his mid-twenties, he was a
member of the team that designed and built the first hydrogen bomb. He worked with — and relaxed with —
scientific giants of that time such as Edward Teller, Enrico Fermi, Stan Ulam, John von Neumann, and John
Wheeler, and here offers illuminating insights into the personalities, the strengths, and the quirks of these
men. Well known for his ability to explain physics to nonspecialists, Ford also brings to life the physics of
fission and fusion and provides a brief history of nuclear science from the discovery of radioactivity in 1896
to the ten-megaton explosion of "Mike" that obliterated a Pacific Island in 1952.

Ford worked at both Los Alamos and Princeton's Project Matterhorn, and brings out Matterhorn's major, but
previously unheralded contribution to the development of the H bomb. Outside the lab, he drove a battered
Chevrolet around New Mexico, a bantam motorcycle across the country, and a British roadster around New
Jersey. Part of the charm of Ford's book is the way in which he leavens his well-researched descriptions of
the scientific work with brief tales of his life away from weapons.

Readership: A memoir for general readership in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Building the H Bomb: A Personal History will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Terrance Oneal:

The particular book Building the H Bomb: A Personal History has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this book.

Catherine Acevedo:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Building the H Bomb: A Personal History this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

David Whetstone:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Building the H Bomb: A Personal History was filled regarding science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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