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The design arts -- from the design of buildings and machines to software and interfaces -- are associated with
types of knowledge and performance thought to be structured, modular, and systematic. Such arts have
become increasingly prestigious in our technocratic society. Since Aristotle, the art of rhetoric was conceived
as a loosely structured "practical" art thought to be limited in the extent to which it could mimic more precise
subject matters. The art of rhetoric has been controversial since classical times, but its status has sunk even
lower since the industrial revolution -- a point when civic cultures began to cede authority and control to the
cultures of specialized experts. Many sympathizers of rhetoric have resisted its decline by calling for a civic
art of public discourse to stand in opposition to a technocratic specialized discourse that has come,
increasingly, to disenfranchise the ordinary citizen.

This is the first book to question the rhetoric/technical knowledge split from a more fundamental perspective.
To get some perspective on what is at stake in rhetoric's traditional classification as a "practical" art, the
authors:
* explore the distinction between practical and design arts;
* enumerate the various criteria cited in the literature for qualifying a cluster of knowledge and performative
skills to count as an art of design;
* show how the knowledge and performative skills associated with the art of rhetoric meet the major
requirements of design knowledge;
* propose a general architecture of rhetorical design, one descriptive both of civic address and specialized
academic argument;
* turn to the Lincoln/Douglas debates to embody and provide some empirical support and illustration for
their architecture;
* demonstrate how Lincoln and Douglas can be thought of as expert designers whose rhetoric is highly
structured and modular; and
* explain how the rhetoric of both rhetorical agents can be represented in the layers and modules that one
needs to display plans for buildings, software, or other design artifacts.
These layers and modules are not just post hoc annotations of the debates; they also illuminate new and
systematic ways for viewing the debates -- and by implication, other specimens of rhetoric -- in terms of
strategies of artistic production. Kaufer and Butler conclude their presentation by citing some of the research
and educational implications that follow from housing rhetoric within the family of design arts.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rhetoric and the Arts of Design publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Rhetoric and the Arts of Design as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Barbara Guevara:

This Rhetoric and the Arts of Design is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Rhetoric and the Arts of Design in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Joshua Miner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Rhetoric and the Arts of
Design or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Rhetoric
and the Arts of Design to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Carole Arehart:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rhetoric and the Arts of Design can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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