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This book examines the fundamental role of politics in funding our public schools and fills a conceptual
imbalance in the current literature in school finance and educational policy. Unlike those who are primarily
concerned about cost efficiency, Kenneth Wong specifies how resources are allocated for what purposes at
different levels of the government. In contrast to those who focus on litigation as a way to reduce funding
gaps, he underscores institutional stalemate and the lack of political will to act as important factors that affect
legislative deadlock in school finance reform.

Wong defines how politics has sustained various types of "rules" that affect the allocation of resources at the
federal, state, and local level. While these rules have been remarkably stable over the past twenty to thirty
years, they have often worked at cross-purposes by fragmenting policy and constraining the education
process at schools with the greatest needs.

Wong's examination is shaped by several questions. How do these rules come about? What role does politics
play in retention of the rules? Do the federal, state, and local governments espouse different policies? In what
ways do these policies operate at cross-purposes? How do they affect educational opportunities? Do the
policies cohere in ways that promote better and more equitable student outcomes?

Wong concludes that the five types of entrenched rules for resource allocation are rooted in existing
governance arrangements and seemingly impervious to partisan shifts, interest group pressures, and
constitutional challenge. And because these rules foster policy fragmentation and embody initiatives out of
step with the performance-based reform agenda of the 1990s, the outlook for positive change in public
education is uncertain unless fairly radical approaches are employed.

Wong also analyzes four allocative reform models, two based on the assumption that existing political
structures are unlikely to change and two that seek to empower actors at the school level. The two models for
systemwide restructuring, aimed at intergovernmental coordination and/or integrated governance, would
seek to clarify responsibilities for public education among federal, state, and local authorities-above all,
integrating political and educational accountability. The other two models identified by Wong shift control
from state and district to the school, one based on local leadership and the other based on market forces. In
discussing the guiding principles of the four models, Wong takes care to identify both the potential and
limitations of each.

Written with a broad policy audience in mind, Wong's book should appeal to professionals interested in the
politics of educational reform and to teachers of courses dealing with educational policy and administration
and intergovernmental relations.
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From reader reviews:

Barbie Brookins:

The book Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies
in Government & Public Policy) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) to get your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Funding Public Schools:
Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Jodi Harper:

Here thing why this particular Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and
Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and Public Policy)
(Studies in Government & Public Policy) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in
Government & Public Policy) in e-book can be your choice.

Patricia Rivera:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Funding
Public Schools: Politics and Policies (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government &
Public Policy), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a guide.



Jennifer Gallant:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) can give you a lot of
good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies
(Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy).
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