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Combinatorics is mathematics of enumeration, existence, construction, and optimization questions
concerning finite sets. This text focuses on the first three types of questions and covers basic counting and
existence principles, distributions, generating functions, recurrence relations, PÃƒÂƒÃ‚ÂƒÃƒÂ‚Ã‚Â³lya
theory, combinatorial designs, error correcting codes, partially ordered sets, and selected applications to
graph theory including the enumeration of trees, the chromatic polynomial, and introductory Ramsey theory.
The only prerequisites are single-variable calculus and familiarity with sets and basic proof techniques.

The text emphasizes the brands of thinking that are characteristic of combinatorics: bijective and
combinatorial proofs, recursive analysis, and counting problem classification. It is flexible enough to be used
for undergraduate courses in combinatorics, second courses in discrete mathematics, introductory graduate
courses in applied mathematics programs, as well as for independent study or reading courses.

What makes this text a guided tour are the approximately 350 reading questions spread throughout its eight
chapters. These questions provide checkpoints for learning and prepare the reader for the end-of-section
exercises of which there are over 470. Most sections conclude with Travel Notes that add color to the
material of the section via anecdotes, open problems, suggestions for further reading, and biographical
information about mathematicians involved in the discoveries.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks).

Bobby Miller:

The book Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a publication Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Greta Rivera:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life within this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Kenneth Connolly:

This Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Combinatorics: A Guided Tour (MAA Textbooks) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book



already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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