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Excerpt from History of the Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the Reformation

"It is a beautiful peculiarity of this little people that it should occupy so prominent a place in the history of
Europe." This saying of Michelet expresses so well the opinion commonly held, that a new attempt to write
its history may, to some, appear superfluous. It may be urged, that, the history of the Waldenses being well
known, there is no need to rewrite it. We reply: The history of the Waldenses is not so well-known as is
generally assumed. Their early history has been thoroughly explored and discussed, but has never yet been
recounted; indeed a writer of great authority has said, "The history of the ancient Waldenses certainly
remains to be written." This is a grave omission indeed, which may well strike us as singular. Was it worth
while, it may be asked, to trace their origin so far back and then leave their history unrecorded? There has
been a desire on the part of some to extend backward their early history; with this only as a result, that it has
been crushed out of all shape. The historian has filled it full of fables and traditions picked up at hap-hazard;
then, as if with trumpet-blast and clarion-ring, its antiquity was blazoned forth. But, although the sound re-
echoed far and wide, it could not dispel the thick cloud that overhung that people's origin and early days.
Flatterers are more to be feared than assailants. The former would have it credited or imagined that the
Waldenses are of a patriarchal age - of great duration; that they are apostolic in name and in fact, but barren
withal; that they had an existence, but always in the cradle; that they did not live with all the word implies,
but slept for three, seven, or even ten centuries! It is quite possible to conceive that such an uneventful
existence - if such could be - might well have passed unnoticed; what we deny is that such an existence was
possible.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept History of the
Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the Reformation (Classic Reprint) suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled History of the Waldenses of Italy: From
Their Origin to the Reformation (Classic Reprint)is the main one of several books that everyone read now.
That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Tyrone Knudson:

Often the book History of the Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the Reformation (Classic Reprint)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book History of the
Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the Reformation (Classic Reprint) is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.

David Bostick:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled History of the Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the
Reformation (Classic Reprint) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dale Eich:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
History of the Waldenses of Italy: From Their Origin to the Reformation (Classic Reprint) provide you with
a new experience in reading through a book.
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