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In Gilligan Unbound, a distinguished Shakespeare scholar and literary critic proves once and for all that
popular culture can be every bit as complex, meaningful, and provocative as the most celebrated works of
literature-and a lot more fun. Paul Cantor analyzes and interprets a wide variety of classic television
programs with the same seriousness, care, and creativity as he would Hamlet or Macbeth to reveal how
dramatically America's image of itself has evolved from the 1960s to the present. Cantor demonstrates how,
during the 1960s, Gilligan's Island and Star Trek reflected America's faith in liberal democracy and our
willingness to project it universally. Gilligan's Island, Cantor argues, is based on the premise that a
representative group of Americans could literally be dumped in the middle of nowhere and still prevail under
the worst of circumstances. Star Trek took American optimism even further by trying to make the entire
galaxy safe for democracy. Despite the famous Prime Directive, Captain Kirk and his crew remade planet
after planet in the image of an idealized 1960s America. With the end of the Cold War and the onset of
unprecedented globalizing forces, faith in the American way of life has wavered. Contrary to the claims of
those unacquainted with the cartoon, Cantor shows why The Simpsons is actually a powerful defense of the
nuclear family and local communities, which has grown out of our growing disillusionment with national
politics. In The X-Files we witness the treacherous workings of a government conspiracy, conveying the
geopolitical anxiety that has emerged with the collapse of the clear-cut ideological polarities of the Cold
War. By observing such trends in American popular culture, Cantor concludes that what had originally
appeared to be the ultimate triumph of liberal democracy may in fact signal the beginning of a new phase of
history, in which traditional forms of political organization have become obsolete and are being replaced by
new global networks. Gilligan Unbound is a celebration of the profound possibilities offered by the study of
pop culture. Cantor, without condescending to either his readers or his subject matter, rescues the serious
study of popular culture from academic jargon and incomprehensible prose. See for yourself why his award-
winning essays on professional wrestling and The Simpsons have attracted worldwide attention, and why the
National Enquirer calls him a 'top prof.'
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Gilligan Unbound: Pop
Culture in the Age of Globalization book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Peter Burnett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Gilligan Unbound: Pop Culture in the Age of
Globalization why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Ida Johnson:

The book untitled Gilligan Unbound: Pop Culture in the Age of Globalization contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Larry Morris:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Gilligan Unbound: Pop Culture in the Age of Globalization. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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