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Why were Prometheus and Loki envisioned as chained to rocks? What was the Golden Calf? Why are
mirrors believed to carry bad luck? How could anyone think that mortals like Perseus, Beowulf, and St.
George actually fought dragons, since dragons don't exist? Strange though they sound, however, these
"myths" did not begin as fiction.

This absorbing book shows that myths originally transmitted real information about real events and
observations, preserving the information sometimes for millennia within nonliterate societies. Geologists'
interpretations of how a volcanic cataclysm long ago created Oregon's Crater Lake, for example, is echoed
point for point in the local myth of its origin. The Klamath tribe saw it happen and passed down the story--
for nearly 8,000 years.

We, however, have been literate so long that we've forgotten how myths encode reality. Recent studies of
how our brains work, applied to a wide range of data from the Pacific Northwest to ancient Egypt to modern
stories reported in newspapers, have helped the Barbers deduce the characteristic principles by which such
tales both develop and degrade through time. Myth is in fact a quite reasonable way to convey important
messages orally over many generations--although reasoning back to the original events is possible only
under rather specific conditions.

Our oldest written records date to 5,200 years ago, but we have been speaking and mythmaking for perhaps
100,000. This groundbreaking book points the way to restoring some of that lost history and teaching us
about human storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

This When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this When They Severed Earth from
Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind
Shapes Myth forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Patricia Kirby:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind
Shapes Myth why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Frank Hudson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be study. When They
Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Joel Wall:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth. You can more pleasing than now.
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