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The Merry Wives of Windsor, Shakespeare's only thoroughly English comedy, created an archetypal literary
figure in the shape of the devious, irrepressible John Falstaff. This edition celebrates the play as a joyous
exploration of language, but also places elements of its plot firmly in a continental, specifically Italian,
tradition of romantic comedy.

In the introduction, Melchiori draws out the complexities of Merry Wives as a multi-plot play, taking a fresh
and challenging look at both textual and dating issues and examining the play's comic elements and
influences. The book includes tables that illustrate, scene by scene, the passage of time and the sequence of
events. The narrative structure and the logistics of performing the play are outlined and analyzed, and a
casting and doubling chart is included. The introduction fully explores play's extensive performance history,
both dramatic and operatic. A facsimile of the first Quarto is included as an appendix, along with a list of
abbreviations and references, a catalog of Shakespeare's works and works partly by Shakespeare, and
citations for the modern productions mentioned in the text, other collated editions of The Merry Wives of
Windsor, and other related reading.

The Arden Shakespeare has developed a reputation as the pre-eminent critical edition of Shakespeare for
its exceptional scholarship, reflected in the thoroughness of each volume. An introduction comprehensively
contextualizes the play, chronicling the history and culture that surrounded and influenced Shakespeare at the
time of its writing and performance, and closely surveying critical approaches to the work. Detailed
appendices address problems like dating and casting, and analyze the differing Quarto and Folio sources. A
full commentary by one or more of the play's foremost contemporary scholars illuminates the text, glossing
unfamiliar terms and drawing from an abundance of research and expertise to explain allusions and
significant background information. Highly informative and accessible, Arden offers the fullest experience
of Shakespeare available to a reader.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Here thing why this specific The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third
Series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Troy Munoz:

This The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt this?

Donald Sigman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Cynthia Bryant:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden
Shakespeare: Third Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a



book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Merry Wives of Windsor (Arden Shakespeare: Third
Series) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
the time.
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