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Breaking new ground in the study of Chinese urban society, this book applies critical discourse analysis to
ethnographic data gathered in Anshan, a third-tier city and market in northeast China. The book confronts the
– still widespread – notion that Chinese consumers are not "real" individuals, and in doing so represents an
ambitious attempt to give a new twist to the structure versus agency debates in social theory. To this end,
Michael B. Griffiths shows how claims to virtues such as authenticity, knowledge, civility, sociable
character, moral proprietary and self-cultivation emerge from and give shape to social interaction. Data
material for this path-breaking analysis is drawn from informants as diverse as consumerist youths, dissident
intellectuals, enterprising farmers, retired Party cadres, the rural migrant staff of an inner-city restaurant, the
urban families dependent on a machine-repair workshop, and a range of white-collar professionals.

Consumers and Individuals in China: Standing out, fitting in, will appeal to sociologists, anthropologists, and
cultural studies scholars, China Studies generalists, and professionals working at the intersection of culture
and business in China. The vivid descriptions of living and doing fieldwork in China also mean that those
travelling there will find the book stimulating and useful
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Consumers and Individuals in China:
Standing Out, Fitting In (Chinese Worlds) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Michelle Porter:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Consumers
and Individuals in China: Standing Out, Fitting In (Chinese Worlds) provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Eugene Barnum:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Consumers and Individuals in China: Standing
Out, Fitting In (Chinese Worlds) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Kent Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Consumers and
Individuals in China: Standing Out, Fitting In (Chinese Worlds).
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