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A generation ago, scholars saw interest groups as the single most important element in the American political
system. Today, political scientists are more likely to see groups as a marginal influence compared to
institutions such as Congress, the presidency, and the judiciary. Frank Baumgartner and Beth Leech show
that scholars have veered from one extreme to another not because of changes in the political system, but
because of changes in political science. They review hundreds of books and articles about interest groups
from the 1940s to today; examine the methodological and conceptual problems that have beset the field; and
suggest research strategies to return interest-group studies to a position of greater relevance.

The authors begin by explaining how the group approach to politics became dominant forty years ago in
reaction to the constitutional-legal approach that preceded it. They show how it fell into decline in the 1970s
as scholars ignored the impact of groups on government to focus on more quantifiable but narrower subjects,
such as collective-action dilemmas and the dynamics of recruitment. As a result, despite intense research
activity, we still know very little about how groups influence day-to-day governing. Baumgartner and Leech
argue that scholars need to develop a more coherent set of research questions, focus on large-scale studies,
and pay more attention to the context of group behavior. Their book will give new impetus and direction to a
field that has been in the academic wilderness too long.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Basic Interests: The Importance of
Groups in Politics and in Political Science seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Basic Interests: The
Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in
Politics and in Political Science. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Robert Music:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Basic Interests: The Importance of
Groups in Politics and in Political Science is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gordon Miller:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Basic
Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in
Politics and in Political Science giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Elaine West:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Basic Interests: The Importance of
Groups in Politics and in Political Science e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science as good book not merely by
the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do



you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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