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When still a senior at Radcliffe, Adrienne Rich was selected as a Yale Younger Poet. The judge, W.H.
Auden, wrote the introduction to her first book of poems. Thus Rich's career was launched by one of the
most distinguished poets of the twentieth century, someone Rich herself admired and emulated. Adrienne
Rich's early mentors were men, and her early poetry consequently adopted a strong male persona. In her
development as artist, woman, and activist, however, Rich emerged as a leading voice of modern
feminism—a voice which rejects a male-dominated world, forcing new definitions of power, new
possibilities for women, and profound repercussions for society.

In The Aesthetics of Power, Claire Keyes examines the shape and scope of Rich's poetry as it applies to
Rich's female aesthetic. Keyes uncovers the process by which Rich embraces, then rejects, accepted uses of
power, achieving a vision of beneficent female power. In her early poems, Adrienne Rich accepts certain
traditions associated with the divisions of power according to sex. Later, Rich continually defines and
redefines power until she can reject power-as-force (patriarchal power) for the power-to-transform, which,
for her, is the truly significant and essential power.

Surveying Rich's poetry and prose from 1951 to the present, this book traces the development of Adrienne
Rich's new understanding of the power of the poet and the power of woman. Sharing Rich's feminist
sensibilities, yet at times critical of her more radical positions, Claire Keyes draws a portrait of an artist who
was molded by the complex political and social climate of post-World War II America. It is a portrait that
reveals the creative growth of an artist, and the personal growth of a powerful and controversial woman.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Perkins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Aesthetics of Power: The Poetry of Adrienne
Rich book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Kelly:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Aesthetics of Power: The Poetry of Adrienne
Rich is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Steve Franklin:

The reason why? Because this Aesthetics of Power: The Poetry of Adrienne Rich is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Rodolfo Born:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Aesthetics of Power: The Poetry of
Adrienne Rich guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Aesthetics of Power: The Poetry of
Adrienne Rich as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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