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In the eighteenth century, the Western world viewed circumcision as an embarrassing disfigurement peculiar
to Jews. A century later, British doctors urged parents to circumcise their sons as a routine precaution against
every imaginable sexual dysfunction, from syphilis and phimosis to masturbation and bed-wetting. Thirty
years later the procedure again came under hostile scrutiny, culminating in its disappearance during the
1960s.

Why Britain adopted a practice it had traditionally abhorred and then abandoned it after only two generations
is the subject of A Surgical Temptation. Robert Darby reveals that circumcision has always been related to
the question of how to control male sexuality. This study explores the process by which the male genitals,
and the foreskin especially, were pathologized, while offering glimpses into the lives of such figures as
James Boswell, John Maynard Keynes, and W. H. Auden. Examining the development of knowledge about
genital anatomy, concepts of health, sexual morality, the rise of the medical profession, and the nature of
disease, Darby shows how these factors transformed attitudes toward the male body and its management and
played a vital role in the emergence of modern medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo McAvoy:

The book A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision in Britain
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make reading through a book A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the
Rise of Circumcision in Britain for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like wide open and read a reserve A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the
Rise of Circumcision in Britain. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jennifer Bedard:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of
Circumcision in Britain book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of
the Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision in Britain content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision
in Britain is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Rex Pelkey:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Surgical Temptation: The
Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision in Britain which is having the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Margaret Phillips:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the A
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