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What can the few remaining survivors of the Holocaust teach us before they are gone? What is it that hasn’t
yet been said? A high school teacher is given the opportunity to find out when one such survivor chooses her
to preserve her final testament. In The Risk of Sorrow, Valerie Foster, an Irish-Catholic public school
teacher, takes us on a compelling journey through her complex relationship with Helen Handler, a Jewish
survivor of Auschwitz in her eighties, who challenges her to listen as she bares her soul about one of
history’s greatest atrocities. More than a Holocaust memoir, The Risk of Sorrow is an intimate conversation
between two women of different generations and cultures who together examine deep questions of faith,
forgiveness, love and survival, and find a profound friendship in their mutual exploration. In Helen’s words
and actions, we discover a defiant public witness and philosopher of the Holocaust with a mission to teach
our children values that should never be forgotten. But through Valerie’s eyes, we also see the beautifully
fragile woman, deeply traumatized by her experiences, and who must, each day, find the strength to love and
to live with the risk of sorrow. “The Risk of Sorrow may well prove to be a classic of post-Holocaust
survivor literature, as it transcends memoir and invites us to listen in on a conversation that is of a loving
friendship, made from a telling of unimaginable loss and nearly incomprehensible rebirth. It celebrates the
courage of life during and after the Holocaust, with unblinking candor of the horror and goodness of
humanity.” --- David Kader, co-founder of the Phoenix Holocaust Survivors Association and professor of
law at Arizona State University “This is a beautiful, honest portrayal not only of survival, but of a friendship
built from the telling of such a devastating experience. Foster brings Helen's voice to life, exemplifying her
strength and drive to teach everyone she meets just how fragile life can be. Haunting, but a story that must be
told.” --- Kim Klett, Regional Education Corps, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum “Among the
most powerful narratives on the Holocaust, a new and brilliant classic emerges: The Risk of Sorrow. Valerie
Foster's interviews with Helen Handler, a survivor, are heart-wrenching, searing, and above all, real. The
story pulls us back to a time that no one should forget. The powerful Foster/Handler stories will remain with
me forever.” --- David N. Bernstein, PhD “In The Risk of Sorrow,” Valerie Foster reveals the story of her
friendship with Auschwitz survivor Helen Handler. Conversation by conversation, they journey in recording
Helen’s inspiring biography, her legacy. A stirring reminder of the power of friendship and the strength of
the human spirit.” --- Emily S. Groeber, literature teacher at Red Mountain High School
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From reader reviews:

Linda King:

Here thing why that The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust
Survivor, Helen Handler giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen
Handler. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler in e-book
can be your alternative.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Risk of
Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Steven Green:

The guide with title The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Thomas Mitchell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with
Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
The Risk of Sorrow: Conversations with Holocaust Survivor, Helen Handler has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and



unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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