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Nine black teenagers were accused of raping two white women on a train in 1931 in northern Alabama. They
were arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced to death in the town of Scottsboro in little more than two
weeks. The Scottsboro Boys case rapidly captured public attention and became a lightning rod for
fundamental issues of social justice including racial discrimination, class oppression, and legal fairness.
Involving years of appeals, the Scottsboro trials resulted in two landmark U.S. Supreme Court rulings and
were a vortex for the sometimes-competing interests of the American Communist Party, the NAACP, and the
young men themselves. The cases resulted in a damning portrayal of southern justice and corresponding
social mores in several national and international media outlets, and in a spirited defense of the judicial
system and prevailing cultural norms in other news reports, particularly in the South. Here, Acker details the
alleged crimes, their legal aftermath, and their immediate and enduring social significance as evidenced in
media portrayals and other forms of popular culture.

Using extensive media reports, including contemporaneous newspaper accounts and interpretations of the
proceedings, as well as the sallies of champions of various organizations and social causes, the author
illustrates the role of the media in the cases and the effect the cases had on society at the time. In addition to
tracing the history of the cases and their media portrayal, the book explores the legacy of the Scottsboro trials
and appeals. It examines several issues relevant to the cases that, even today, have enduring significance to
law and popular perceptions of justice, including capital punishment, racial discrimination, innocence, the
composition and functioning of trial juries, the quality of legal counsel for indigents, evidentiary issues in
rape cases, and media interactions with the courts. More than a true crime tale, this book takes readers
through the crime but also illustrates its enduring legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases that
Challenged American Legal and Social Justice (Crime, Media, and Popular Culture) is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christa Nisbet:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases
that Challenged American Legal and Social Justice (Crime, Media, and Popular Culture) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases that Challenged American Legal and Social
Justice (Crime, Media, and Popular Culture) become your personal starter.

Cara Fultz:

Beside this specific Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases that Challenged American Legal and Social Justice
(Crime, Media, and Popular Culture) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases that Challenged American Legal and Social Justice (Crime, Media,
and Popular Culture) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Melanie Finnegan:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Scottsboro and Its Legacy: The Cases that
Challenged American Legal and Social Justice (Crime, Media, and Popular Culture) can be the response, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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