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There was a time when the phrase "American family" conjured up a single, specific image: a breadwinner
dad, a homemaker mom, and their 2.5 kids living comfortable lives in a middle-class suburb. Today, that
image has been shattered, due in part to skyrocketing divorce rates, single parenthood, and increased out-of-
wedlock births. But whether it is conservatives bewailing the wages of moral decline and women's liberation,
or progressives celebrating the result of women's greater freedom and changing sexual mores, most
Americans fail to identify the root factor driving the changes: economic inequality that is remaking the
American family along class lines.

In Marriage Markets, June Carbone and Naomi Cahn examine how macroeconomic forces are transforming
our most intimate and important spheres, and how working class and lower income families have paid the
highest price. Just like health, education, and seemingly every other advantage in life, a stable two-parent
home has become a luxury that only the well-off can afford. The best educated and most prosperous have the
most stable families, while working class families have seen the greatest increase in relationship instability.

Why is this so? The book provides the answer: greater economic inequality has profoundly changed marriage
markets, the way men and women match up when they search for a life partner. It has produced a larger
group of high-income men than women; written off the men at the bottom because of chronic
unemployment, incarceration, and substance abuse; and left a larger group of women with a smaller group of
comparable men in the middle. The failure to see marriage as a market affected by supply and demand has
obscured any meaningful analysis of the way that societal changes influence culture. Only policies that
redress the balance between men and women through greater access to education, stable employment, and
opportunities for social mobility can produce a culture that encourages commitment and investment in family
life.

A rigorous and enlightening account of why American families have changed so much in recent decades,
Marriage Markets cuts through the ideological and moralistic rhetoric that drives our current debate. It offers
critically needed solutions for a problem that will haunt America for generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Deanda:

The book Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the American Family can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good
thing like a book Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the American Family? A number of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the
American Family has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kent Dennis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the
American Family can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Deborah Rost:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Marriage Markets: How Inequality is
Remaking the American Family that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you could pick Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the American Family
become your own personal starter.

John Collins:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Marriage Markets: How
Inequality is Remaking the American Family can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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