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A most remarkable book . . . a wonderful account of an odd and unlikely place where for a brief time a small
number of people pursued a romantic vision of what a life dedicated to art should be like . . . a superb
story.ooWilliam O'Neill, author of American High: The Years of Confidence, 1945-1960The beatnik was
born in Venice, California, in the 1950s. An imaginary figure in many respectsoothe invention of both the
media and the people who played the beatnik roleoothe character quickly assumed nearly mythic proportions
for the American public. Coffeehouses, beards, poetry, drugs, and free-wheeling sexuality were all
associated with the beatnik, the quintessential rebel who, by rejecting material values, represented both a
threat and an alluring alternative to the dominant middle-class culture. In this fascinating book, John Arthur
Maynard tells the story of the poets and promoters who invented the Beat Generation and who, in many
cases, destroyed themselves in the process. In this look at the least remembered (but in its time, most
publicized) beat enclave, Maynard focuses on two of Venice's most newsworthy residentsooLawrence
Lipton and Stuart Z. Perkoff. Lipton began as a writer of popular detective stories and screenplays, but was
determined to be recognized as a poet and social critic. He eventually published The Holy Barbarians, which
helped to create the enduring public image of the beatnik. Stuart Perkoff was a more gifted poet; with
fascination and horror, we follow his failed attempts to support his family, his heroin addiction, his first
wive's courage and mental fragility, his sexual entanglements, his imprisonment, and the development of his
own writing. Other characters who move in and out of the story are Kenneth Rexroth, Jack Kerouac, and
Allen Ginsberg, as well as lesser-known poets, artists, hangers-on, and the many women who were rarely
treated as full members of the community. For most of the 1950s, the Venice beatniks were able to live and
work
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This { [ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT
GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ] BY MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR ( AUTHOR )JUL-01-1993 PAPERBACK
] } Maynard, John Arthur ( AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Janice Oconnell:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This { [ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA ] BY MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR ( AUTHOR )JUL-01-1993 PAPERBACK ] } Maynard,
John Arthur ( AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback book is readable by means of you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with { [ VENICE WEST:
THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT
GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ] BY MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR ( AUTHOR )JUL-01-
1993 PAPERBACK ] } Maynard, John Arthur ( AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking { [ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT
GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ] BY MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR ( AUTHOR )JUL-01-1993 PAPERBACK
] } Maynard, John Arthur ( AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Patricia Skinner:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is { [ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ] BY
MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR ( AUTHOR )JUL-01-1993 PAPERBACK ] } Maynard, John Arthur (
AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.



Sarah Winship:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the { [ VENICE WEST: THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA[ VENICE WEST:
THE BEAT GENERATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ] BY MAYNARD, JOHN ARTHUR (
AUTHOR )JUL-01-1993 PAPERBACK ] } Maynard, John Arthur ( AUTHOR ) Sep-01-1993 Paperback
when you desired it?
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