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The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by repeated droughts and failed crop prices was a relatively brief
interlude in the history of migrant agricultural labor. Yet it attracted wide attention through the publication of
John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm Security Administration
photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically, their work risked sublimating the
subjects—real people and actual experience—into aesthetic artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and
despair. Working for the Farm Security Administration in California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39,
Sanora Babb, a young journalist and short story writer, together with her sister Dorothy, a gifted amateur
photographer, entered the intimacy of the dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in the immediacy
and accuracy of their writings and photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland farm, the Babb sisters
had unparalleled access to the day-by-day harsh reality of field labor and family life.

This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of the Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps, and the
growth of labor activism among Anglo and Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural valleys linked
by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99). It draws upon the detailed field notes that Sanora Babb wrote while
in the camps, as well as on published articles and short stories about the migrant workers and an excerpt
from her Dust Bowl novel, Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing, Dorothy's photos reveal an
unmediated, personal encounter with the migrants, portraying the social and emotional realities of their
actual living and working conditions, together with their efforts to organize and to seek temporary recreation.
An authority in working-class literature and history, volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb sisters'
work in relevant historical and social-political contexts, examining their role in reconfiguring the Dust Bowl
exodus as a site of memory in the national consciousness.

Focusing on the material conditions of everyday existence among the Dust Bowl refugees, the words and
images of these two perceptive young women clearly show that, contrary to stereotype, the "Okies" were a
widely diverse people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper "Joads" but also literate, independent
farmers who, in the democracy of the FSA camps, found effective ways to rebuild lives and create
communities.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee
Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). Try to make the book On the Dirty Plate Trail:
Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Margert Lewis:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting On the Dirty Plate Trail:
Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to
pick On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) become your own starter.

Edward Brown:

This On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the
Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten
or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that?

Louis Ono:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also



native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust
Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). You can more pleasing than
now.

Download and Read Online On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering
the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) Sanora Babb #S4T3CMHKDZ0



Read On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl
Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center
Imprint) by Sanora Babb for online ebook

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research
Center Imprint) by Sanora Babb Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read On the Dirty Plate Trail:
Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) by
Sanora Babb books to read online.

Online On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) by Sanora Babb ebook PDF download

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint) by Sanora Babb Doc

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center
Imprint) by Sanora Babb Mobipocket

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center
Imprint) by Sanora Babb EPub


