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Film scholarship has long been dominated by textual interpretations of specific films. Looking Past the
Screen advances a more expansive American film studies in which cinema is understood to be a social,
political, and cultural phenomenon extending far beyond the screen. Presenting a model of film studies in
which films themselves are only one source of information among many, this volume brings together film
histories that draw on primary sources including collections of personal papers, popular and trade journalism,
fan magazines, studio publications, and industry records.

Focusing on Hollywood cinema from the teens to the 1970s, these case studies show the value of this
extraordinary range of historical materials in developing interdisciplinary approaches to film stardom,
regulation, reception, and production. The contributors examine State Department negotiations over the
content of American films shown abroad; analyze the star image of Clara Smith Hamon, who was notorious
for having murdered her lover; and consider film journalists’ understanding of the arrival of auteurist cinema
in Hollywood as it was happening during the early 1970s. One contributor chronicles the development of
film studies as a scholarly discipline; another offers a sociopolitical interpretation of the origins of film noir.
Still another brings to light Depression-era film reviews and Production Code memos so sophisticated in
their readings of representations of sexuality that they undermine the perception that queer interpretations of
film are a recent development. Looking Past the Screen suggests methods of historical research, and it
encourages further thought about the modes of inquiry that structure the discipline of film studies.

Contributors. Mark Lynn Anderson, Janet Bergstrom, Richard deCordova, Kathryn Fuller-Seeley, Sumiko
Higashi, Jon Lewis, David M. Lugowski, Dana Polan, Eric Schaefer, Andrea Slane, Eric Smoodin, Shelley
Stamp
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Looking Past the Screen: Case Studies in American Film History and Method.

Jarred Chisolm:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Looking Past the Screen: Case Studies in American Film History and Method
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Albert Gilchrist:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Looking Past the Screen: Case
Studies in American Film History and Method is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lorri Nicholson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Looking Past the Screen:
Case Studies in American Film History and Method which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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