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This first cradle-to-grave biography of Colonel John W. Ripley provides readers with the complete story
about a great man who is considered by Marines, such as General Carl Mundy, former Commandant of the
Marine Corps, to be on the same level as legends Chesty Puller and Dan Daly.

Colonel Ripley is most commonly known for his heroics in Vietnam during the Easter Offensive of 1972,
where Colonel Gerald Turley ordered him to hold and die, in the face of over 30,000 North Vietnamese and
200 enemy tanks. John Ripley proceeded to blow the Dong Ha bridge, preventing the enemy from crossing.
He unhesitatingly obeyed and earned the nation s second highest honor, the Navy Cross.

As stunning as the Dong Ha story is, there was much more to Colonel John Ripley. An American Knight:
The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC narrates his early life and the influences which shaped his
personality.

In youth, he was a rambunctious Huckleberry Finn who spent his days getting into all kinds of mischief in
Radford, Virginia. The stories from this time period, so well narrated in An American Knight, will leave the
reader with at least a smile, if not a laugh.

After his mischievous Huckleberry Finn days in Radford, he learned to discipline his wild side and, in spite
of his intellectual weaknesses, went on to graduate from the Naval Academy. The strength of will with which
he accomplished this task was later applied on the battlefield, where he earned the status of legend during his
first tour in Vietnam as a 28-year-old Captain.

Readers will also get to know about John Ripley, the father, but more importantly the chaste husband. When
he was approached by people wanting to make a movie about his life he agreed as long as his character was
not portrayed as having a romantic relationship in Vietnam. I have never been, he said, nor will I ever be
unfaithful to my wife.

The final chapters narrate the struggle Colonel Ripley endured with a bad liver. He would finally undergo
two liver transplants, the last one of which was defined as the most dramatic in history.

If a young officer or Marine ever asks what is the meaning of Semper Fidelis Colonel Ripley once told a
friend, tell them my story.

This is his story!
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Maiden:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this An
American Knight: The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Carlos Tabor:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book An American Knight: The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC it is very good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Irving Dorn:

This An American Knight: The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having An American Knight: The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Shirley Bishop:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list is An American Knight: The Life of Colonel John W. Ripley, USMC. This



book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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