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When President Woodrow Wilson ordered approximately 150,000 National Guardsmen to the southern
border in 1916, the United States was on the verge of all-out war with Mexico. The rapid mobilization and
deployment of the Guard forces broke the rapid escalation of violence, averted immediate war, changed the
environment, and were instrumental in shifting the initiative, tactically and diplomatically, back to the
Americans. Although there was no decisive victory by General John J. Pershing’s punitive expedition deep
inside Mexico and the National Guard struggled to meet the War Department’s division-level collective
readiness expectations, their ability and commitment to mobilizing quickly resulted in termination of the
conflict on terms favorable to the United States. While reviewing literature on this topic, two common
themes emerged. The first was that few writers have written, in any depth, regarding the operational and
strategic impact of the National Guard’s 150,000 soldier deployment to the border. The second is that few
writers attribute the termination of hostilities to that deployment. This paper reviews President Wilson’s
actions and misunderstanding of the problem. It also briefly describes how the National Guard (organized
militia) evolved very quickly. And finally it attempts to cast a different light on the Pershing Punitive
Expedition to illustrate how this action inadvertently incriminated the environment and escalated tensions to
near all-out war. Amidst war plans which lacked substance for mass mobilization, an extremely short
timeline, toxic rhetoric from preparedness-movement advocates, and confusion about their new role under
the Defense Act of 1916, the citizen soldiers got to the border quickly and changed the dynamics of the
environment. It was not a decisive victory but Wilson understood it was good enough.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Borderline Failure: National
Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

William Hughes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Borderline Failure: National Guard
on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Borderline
Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Leola Grant:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Borderline Failure: National Guard on
the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Tammy Kovar:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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