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It’s a shame that so many very apt words fall out of common use over time, like “blobber-lippd,” which
means having lips that are very thick, hanging down, or turning over; and “chounter”, which is to talk pertly,
and sometimes angrily. Both words can be found in The First English Dictionary of Slang, originally
published in 1699 as A New Dictionary of Terms, Ancient and Modern, of the Canting Crew by B. E.
Gentleman. Though a number of early texts, beginning in the sixteenth century, codified forms of cant—the
slang language of the criminal underworld—in word lists which appeared as appendices or parts of larger
volumes, the dictionary of 1699 was the first work dedicated to slang words and their meanings. It aimed to
educate the more polite classes in the language and, consequently, the methods of thieves and vagabonds,
protecting the innocent from cant speakers and their activities.

            This dictionary is also the first that attempts to show the overlap and integration between canting
words and common slang words. Refusing to distinguish between criminal vocabulary and the more ordinary
everyday English of the period, it sets canting words side by side with terms used in domestic culture and
those used by sailors and laborers. With such a democratic attitude toward words, this text is genuinely a
modern dictionary, as well as the first attempt by dictionary makers to catalog the ever-changing world of
English slang.

            Reproduced here with an introduction by John Simpson, chief editor of the Oxford English
Dictionary, describing the history and culture of canting in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, as well
as the evolution of English slang, this is a fascinating volume for all who marvel at words and may wish to
reclaim a few—say, to dabble in the parlance of a seventeenth-century sailor one day and that of a vagabond
the next.
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From reader reviews:

Ollie Johnson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First English
Dictionary of Slang, 1699. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Adrian Rogers:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The First English Dictionary of Slang,
1699 book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Aaron Powers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The First English Dictionary of Slang, 1699 can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The First English Dictionary of Slang, 1699.

Robert Sanders:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The First English Dictionary of Slang, 1699 as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The First English Dictionary of Slang, 1699 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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