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The economy of the ancient Middle East and Greece is reinterpreted by Morris Silver in this provocative new
synthesis. Silver finds that the ancient economy emerges as a class of economies with its own laws of motion
shaped by transaction costs (the resources used up in exchanging ownership rights). The analysis of
transaction costs provides insights into many characteristics of the ancient economy, such as the important
role of the sacred and symbolic gestures in making contracts, magical technology, the entrepreneurial role of
high-born women, the elevation of familial ties and other departures from impersonal economics, reliance on
slavery and adoption, and the insatiable drive to accumulate trust-capital. The peculiar behavior patterns and
mindsets of ancient economic man are shown to be facilitators of economic growth.

In recent years, our view of the economy of the ancient world has been shaped by the theories of Karl
Polanyi. Silver confronts Polanyi's empirical propositions with the available evidence and demonstrates that
antiquity knew active and sophisticated markets. In the course of providing an alternative analytical
framework for studying the ancient economy, Silver gives critical attention to the economic views of the
Assyriologists I.M. Diakonoff, W.F. Leemans, Mario Liverani, and J.N. Postgate; of the Egyptologists Jacob
J. Janssen and Wolfgang Helck; and of the numerous followers of Moses Finley. Silver convincingly
demonstrates that the ancient world was not static: periods of pervasive economic regulation by the state are
interspersed with lengthy periods of relatively unfettered market activity, and the economies of Sumer,
Babylonia, and archaic Greece were capable of transforming themselves in order to take advantage of new
opportunities. This new synthesis is essential reading for economic historians and researchers of the ancient
Near East and Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Hussey:

This book untitled Economic Structures of Antiquity (Contributions in Economics & Economic History) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Gail Cote:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Economic Structures of Antiquity (Contributions in Economics & Economic History).

Ronald Johnson:

The book with title Economic Structures of Antiquity (Contributions in Economics & Economic History)
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Michael Clark:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Economic
Structures of Antiquity (Contributions in Economics & Economic History) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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