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Exploring America's material culture, Common Places reveals the history, culture, and social and class
relationships that are the backdrop of the everyday structures and environments of ordinary people.
Examining America's houses and cityscapes, its rural outbuildings and landscapes from perspectives
including cultural geography, decorative arts, architectural history, and folklore, these articles reflect the
variety and vibrancy of the growing field of vernacular architecture.

In essays that focus on buildings and spaces unique to the U.S. landscape, Clay Lancaster, Edward T. Price,
John Michael Vlach, and Warren E. Roberts reconstruct the social and cultural contexts of the modern
bungalow, the small-town courthouse square, the shotgun house of the South, and the log buildings of the
Midwest. Surveying the buildings of America's settlement, scholars including Henry Glassie, Norman
Morrison Isham, Edward A. Chappell, and Theodore H. M. Prudon trace European ethnic influences in the
folk structures of Delaware and the houses of Rhode Island, in Virginia's Renish homes, and in the Dutch
barn widely repeated in rural America.

Ethnic, regional, and class differences have flavored the nation's vernacular architecture. Fraser D. Neiman
reveals overt changes in houses and outbuildings indicative of the growing social separation and increasingly
rigid relations between seventeenth-century Virginia planters and their servants. Fred B. Kniffen and Fred
W. Peterson show how, following the westward expansion of the nineteenth century, the structures of the
eastern elite were repeated and often rejected by frontier builders. Moving into the twentieth century, James
Borchert tracks the transformation of the alley from an urban home for Washington's blacks in the first half
of the century to its new status in the gentrified neighborhoods of the last decade, while Barbara Rubin's
discussion of the evolution of the commercial strip counterpoints the goals of city planners and more
spontaneous forms of urban expression.

The illustrations that accompany each article present the artifacts of America's material past. Photographs of
individual buildings, historic maps of the nation's agricultural expanse, and descriptions of the household
furnishings of the Victorian middle class, the urban immigrant population, and the rural farmer's homestead
complete the volume, rooting vernacular architecture to the American people, their lives, and their everyday
creations.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

The book Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture to be your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Common Places: Readings in
American Vernacular Architecture. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Tony Jacobson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Common Places: Readings in
American Vernacular Architecture. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Edward Carroll:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture we can consider more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Common Places: Readings in
American Vernacular Architecture. You can more pleasing than now.

Rachel Glidewell:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular
Architecture to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Common Places: Readings in American
Vernacular Architecture can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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