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 A visit to Ankara, Turkey, would include a trip to Anitkabir, the burial site of Turkey’s founder and first
president, Ataturk. The massive stone building houses numerous sculptures and a large ceremonial plaza and
is surrounded by an elaborate park. Ataturk is far from the only former leader to be remembered by such
decorative means. Since the beginning of human history, societies have built tombs and mausoleums to
house the remains of people who changed the course of history. These grave sites exist not only as sites of
memory for different cultures, but also serve the political needs of subsequent regimes. Tracing the
development of the political burial places since the Bronze Age tumuli, Tombs of the Great Leaders explores
what attracts pilgrimages to these sites, how politics play out in these locations, how they convey meaning
and safeguard a person’s immortality, and how history is commemorated through these structures.
 
Looking in depth at tombs built in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, Gwendolyn Leick surveys the
history of these modern leaders, their deaths, and the creation of the mausoleums. She traverses the globe,
investigating the memorial sites of Communist leaders such as Lenin, Mao Zedong, Ho Chi Minh, and Kim
Il-Sung; Fascist rulers Franco and Mussolini; and founding fathers of new nations, including Ziaur Rahman
in Dhaka, Mohammed Ali Jinnah in Karachi, and Sun Yat-sen in Nanjing. Leick describes the experience of
visiting the sites, the responses they elicit, and the context in which they are viewed today. Combining
history, architecture, and travel writing, Tombs of the Great Leaders is a revealing study of the self-
perpetuation of politicians, despots, and dictators alike.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide book is readable by means of
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary
Guide is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Yvonne Speight:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Tombs of the Great Leaders: A
Contemporary Guide that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
it is possible to pick Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide become your own starter.

Thomas Towne:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Debra Becnel:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Tombs of the Great Leaders: A Contemporary Guide was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Tombs of the Great Leaders: A
Contemporary Guide has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading in which.
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