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During and after the Civil War, southern women played a critical role in shaping the South's evolving
collective memory by penning journals and diaries, historical accounts, memoirs, and literary interpretations
of the war. While a few of these writings--most notably Mary Chesnut's diaries and Margaret Mitchell's
novel, "Gone with the Wind"--have been studied in depth by numerous scholars, until now there has been no
comprehensive examination of Civil War novels by southern women. In this welcome study, Sharon Talley
explores works by fifteen such writers, illuminating the role that southern women played in fashioning
cultural identity in the region. Beginning with Augusta Jane Evans's Macaria and Sallie Rochester Ford's
"Raids and Romance of Morgan and His Men," which were published as the war still raged, Talley offers a
chronological consideration of the novels with informative introductions for each time period. She examines
Reconstruction works by Marion Harland, Mary Ann Cruse, and Rebecca Harding Davis, novels of the
"Redeemed" South and the turn of the century by Mary Noailles Murfree, Ellen Glasgow, and Mary
Johnston, and narratives by Evelyn Scott, Margaret Mitchell, and Caroline Gordon from the Modern period
that spanned the two World Wars. Analysis of Margaret Walker's "Jubilee" (1966), the first critically
acclaimed Civil War novel by an African American woman of the South, as well as other post-World War II
works by Kaye Gibbons, Josephine Humphreys, and Alice Randall, offers a fitting conclusion to Talley's
study by addressing the inaccuracies in the romantic myth of the Old South that "Gone with the Wind" most
famously engraved on the nation's consciousness. Informed by feminist, poststructural, and cultural studies
theory, Talley's close readings of these various novels ultimately refute the notion of a monolithic
interpretation of the Civil War, presenting instead unique and diverse approaches to balancing "fact" and
"fiction" in the long period of artistic production concerning this singular traumatic event in American
history. Sharon Talley, professor of English at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, is the author of
"Ambrose Bierce and the Dance of Death "and "Student Companion to Herman Melville." Her articles have
appeared in "American Imago, Journal of Men's Studies, "and" Nineteenth-Century Prose."
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

The book Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American
Literary Tradition since 1861 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Southern Women Novelists and the Civil
War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American Literary Tradition since 1861 to become your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a guide Southern Women Novelists and
the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American Literary Tradition since 1861. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Arthur Pascual:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American
Literary Tradition since 1861 your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The
Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American Literary
Tradition since 1861 giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Patricia Coburn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American Literary
Tradition since 1861 provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Donna Gamble:

This Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and Collective Memory in the American
Literary Tradition since 1861 is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it



relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Southern Women Novelists and the Civil War: Trauma and
Collective Memory in the American Literary Tradition since 1861 can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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