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The world's most revered and eloquent interpreter of evolutionary ideas offers here a work of explanatory
force unprecedented in our time--a landmark publication, both for its historical sweep and for its scientific
vision.

With characteristic attention to detail, Stephen Jay Gould first describes the content and discusses the history
and origins of the three core commitments of classical Darwinism: that natural selection works on organisms,
not genes or species; that it is almost exclusively the mechanism of adaptive evolutionary change; and that
these changes are incremental, not drastic. Next, he examines the three critiques that currently challenge this
classic Darwinian edifice: that selection operates on multiple levels, from the gene to the group; that
evolution proceeds by a variety of mechanisms, not just natural selection; and that causes operating at
broader scales, including catastrophes, have figured prominently in the course of evolution.

Then, in a stunning tour de force that will likely stimulate discussion and debate for decades, Gould proposes
his own system for integrating these classical commitments and contemporary critiques into a new structure
of evolutionary thought.

In 2001 the Library of Congress named Stephen Jay Gould one of America's eighty-three Living Legends--
people who embody the "quintessentially American ideal of individual creativity, conviction, dedication, and
exuberance." Each of these qualities finds full expression in this peerless work, the likes of which the
scientific world has not seen--and may not see again--for well over a century.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Structure of Evolutionary Theory.

Kim Armstrong:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Structure of Evolutionary Theory to read.

John Lockett:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Structure of Evolutionary Theory, you are able to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lisa Sullivan:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Structure of
Evolutionary Theory that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Structure of Evolutionary Theory become your
current starter.
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