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In 1861, when the Confederate States of America seceded from the Union and Civil War broke out between
the North and the South, few people had much idea of the scale, intensity, and duration of the conflict they
were about to enter. Politicians, generals, and common folk on both sides blithely assumed that the conflict
would be over quickly and were naively convinced of the superiority of the leadership and the forces at their
disposal. Three years later, after many horrendous battles and huge loss of life, the tragic realities of this war
had begun to sink in. Stalemate had led to great frustration and suggested a protracted conflict with no end in
sight.

In this successor volume to his acclaimed Origins of the American Civil War (1996), Civil War historian
Brian Holden Reid examines in depth the operational military history during the first three years of
America’s Civil War. In particular, he focuses on generalship, command decisions, strategy, and tactics, as
well as the experiences of ordinary soldiers.

Besides lack of experience among generals, Holden Reid reveals that for the first few years of the war there
was considerable indecisiveness in the North, a hesitancy to punish the South, and a fruitless hope that the
Confederacy would agree to some form of reconciliation. He highlights certain important political and social
developments during the course of the war that had an effect on Union soldiers and shows how their views
became a catalyst in hardening the attitudes in the North toward the South.

This important analysis makes a major contribution to Civil War military history within the larger context of
a turbulent political and social climate. It will be followed by another work covering the final eighteen
months of the conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

The book America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Agnes Shivers:

This book untitled America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Denise Barnhart:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Yates:

The book untitled America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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