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The sociology of race relations in America typically describes an intersection of poverty, race, and economic
discrimination. But what is missing from the picture-sexual difference-can be as instructive as what is
present. In this ambitious work, Roderick A. Ferguson reveals how the discourses of sexuality are used to
articulate theories of racial difference in the field of sociology. He shows how canonical sociology-Gunnar
Myrdal, Ernest Burgess, Robert Park, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and William Julius Wilson-has measured
African Americans' unsuitability for a liberal capitalist order in terms of their adherence to the norms of a
heterosexual and patriarchal nuclear family model. In short, to the extent that African Americans' culture and
behavior deviated from those norms, they would not achieve economic and racial equality.

Aberrations in Black tells the story of canonical sociology's regulation of sexual difference as part of its
general regulation of African American culture. Ferguson places this story within other stories-the narrative
of capital's emergence and development, the histories of Marxism and revolutionary nationalism, and the
novels that depict the gendered and sexual idiosyncrasies of African American culture-works by Richard
Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, Audre Lorde, and Toni Morrison. In turn, this book tries to present
another story-one in which people who presumably manifest the dysfunctions of capitalism are reconsidered
as indictments of the norms of state, capital, and social science. Ferguson includes the first-ever discussion of
a new archival discovery-a never-published chapter of Invisible Man that deals with a gay character in a way
that complicates and illuminates Ellison's project.

Unique in the way it situates critiques of race, gender, and sexuality within analyses of cultural, economic,
and epistemological formations, Ferguson's work introduces a new mode of discourse-which Ferguson calls
queer of color analysis-that helps to lay bare the mutual distortions of racial, economic, and sexual portrayals
within sociology.

Roderick A. Ferguson is assistant professor of American studies at the University of Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Porter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Aberrations In Black: Toward A Queer Of Color
Critique (Critical American Studies) as your daily resource information.

Mary McCollum:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Aberrations In Black: Toward A Queer Of Color
Critique (Critical American Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Clarence Frey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Aberrations In Black: Toward A Queer Of Color Critique
(Critical American Studies) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mark Malek:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Aberrations In Black: Toward A Queer Of Color
Critique (Critical American Studies) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Aberrations In Black: Toward A Queer Of Color Critique (Critical American Studies) has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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