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The military trial of William Calley for his role in the slaughter of five hundred or more Vietnamese civilians
at My Lai shocked a nation already sharply divided over a controversial war. In this superb retelling of the
My Lai story through the prism of the law, Michal Belknap provides new perspectives and keen insights into
core issues about the war that still divide Americans today.

One of the most highly publicized trials of its day, the Calley case emerged at a time when protests against
the war were growing larger, louder, and more intense. Well aware of this, the Nixon administration sought
to downplay the My Lai incident, which military officers in Vietnam had tried to cover up in order to protect
their own careers and reputations. It might never have come to light had it not been for the efforts of Vietnam
veteran Ron Ridenhour and journalist Seymour Hersh. Their investigations revealed the full extent of the My
Lai tragedy, further inflamed the antiwar movement, and brought to trial Lieutenant William Calley.

Unfolding the Calley case step by step, Belknap shows how our system of military justice actually works.
His dramatic reenactment takes readers through every stage of the trial, from pre-trial investigations to actual
courtroom exchanges among prosecutors, defenders, witnesses, and judges. In the process, he reveals how a
court-martial conducted within the public eye transformed a purely legal proceeding into a political debate
about the conduct of the war. Calley's trial clearly demonstrated both how deeply the Vietnam War had
divided our nation and how difficult it was for any court to deliver justice under such intense media
coverage.

Scrupulously fair to all parties involved, Belknap portrays Calley as both criminal and victim-guilty of the
crimes of which he stood accused, but also an unintended scapegoat of the American military machine. His
court-martial, for hawks and doves alike, epitomized all that was wrong with our involvement in Vietnam.

By reopening the Calley case, Belknap helps a new generation of readers better understand why the Vietnam
War was so controversial and damaging to national unity. His book, however, also provides insights that
apply well beyond events of a particular war, suggesting that the grim lessons of My Lai will continue to
shadow the conduct of America's present and future wars.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Young:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Vietnam War on
Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-Martial of Lieutenant Calley (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Charles Moreno:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Vietnam War on Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-
Martial of Lieutenant Calley (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Billy Smith:

The Vietnam War on Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-Martial of Lieutenant Calley (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Vietnam War on Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-Martial of Lieutenant Calley
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) although doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Glenn Connelly:

Beside this The Vietnam War on Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-Martial of Lieutenant Calley
(Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) in your phone, it



could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Vietnam War on Trial: The My Lai Massacre and the Court-
Martial of Lieutenant Calley (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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