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Although books on the comedies of the silent era abound, few have attempted to survey film comedy as a
whole—its history and evolution, how the philosophical visions of its greatest artists and directors have
shaped its traditions, and how these visions have informed both the meaning and manner of their work.

Blending information with interpretation, description with analysis, Mast traces the development of screen
comedy from the first crude efforts of Edison and Lumière to the subtlety and psychological complexity of
Annie Hall. As he guides the reader through detailed discussions of specific films, Mast reveals the
structures, the values, and the cinematic techniques which have appeared and reappeared in comic cinema.

The second edition of The Comic Mind treats the comic developments of the 1970s in terms of the traditions
of film comedy set forth in the first edition, including a discussion of the evolution of Jacques Tati and the
emergence of Mel Brooks and Woody Allen as the two greatest American comic stylists of the seventies.

"The most comprehensive study of film comedy yet written in English. . . .The book's extensive index with
references to companies from which 16mm prints of many of the cited films may be rented will be of great
value to the film teacher and audiovisual librarian."—Choice
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Comic Mind as your daily resource
information.

Jason Probst:

Typically the book The Comic Mind has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Kevin Pennell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Comic Mind which
is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Elizabeth Johannes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Comic Mind can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Comic Mind.
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