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One Texan called them "blue-coated dogs of despotism." They were the federal army, and in Texas after the
Civil War they were an army of occupation. Their role in carrying out Reconstruction in Texas was
especially difficult because the state had a large voting majority of white former Confederates. The army was
essential to the enforcement of loyalist policies and, more controversially, to the electoral success of the
Republican party.

How the military tried to achieve these ends varied over three major periods corresponding to the tenure of
three chief officers: Generals Philip H. Sheridan, Charles Griffin, and Joseph J. Reynolds. Internal rivalries,
the ability (or inability) to work with citizens, relations with state political leaders, and Texan hostility
toward central authority all figured into the army's performance of its task.

William Richter has mined much unused material in developing this uniquely thorough study of the military
in Texas. Moving beyond the good-guy, bad-guy stereotypes, he demonstrates that the army was more
competent and important than traditional Reconstruction history has taught. In spite of minimal numbers, the
army exercised great political influence and left a legacy--and a reaction to that legacy--that largely shaped
the post-Reconstruction constitution and party structure of the state and that "provided a convenient excuse
for the denial of justice and equality to blacks without forcing whites to face up to the racism which made
these goals unpalatable."
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Army in Texas during Reconstruction,
1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kristen Hamilton:

This The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of
this The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Curtis Graham:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Army in Texas during
Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series), you may enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Randall Wilmes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Army in Texas during Reconstruction,
1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can give you a lot of friends
because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you



information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series).
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