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an excerpt from: Chapter I - A Blind Spot in History EVEN in this modern age of enlightenment few people
are aware of the significant contributions made by the Islamic world to the progress of humanity. Yet for
more than five centuries that civilization not only led the world in science, but was the only portion of
mankind actively engaged in the systematic pursuit of knowledge. Beginning with the rise to power of
Baghdad in the mid-eighth century and continuing beyond Islamic political decline five hundred years later,
science and education flourished under Muslim influence. No such activity characterized any other part of
the contemporary world. The lights of Graeco-Roman culture had been extinguished and Europe was
engulfed in the Dark Ages; India was languishing in a period of stagnation; and China, while blossoming
richly in the arts, was almost wholly devoid of science. These contrasting facts are little known for several
reasons. For far too long our histories have concentrated on the rise and fall of empires, the militaristic clash
of nations, and the succession of dynasties. Only lately have historians begun to trace the rise of civilization
itself. Moreover, until relatively recently the West remained insular. Not until the Age of Enlightenment and
the French Revolution did the history, arts and religions of Oriental countries begin to interest the Western
mind. The inherent conflict between Islam and Christendom further contributed to the indifference -- if not
hostility -- of West to East. The Crusades are a vivid evidence of the acerbated relationship which existed
between these two great religions. Up to the nineteenth century it was as if a gigantic curtain separated the
cultures of Islam and Christianity. Lack of proficiency in the Arabic language has also been a considerable
obstacle. Until the present century, few Western scholars could read, let alone translate, this once fluent
tongue. It is not, however, the purpose of this book to lament the past limitations which have tended to
circumscribe peoples and civilizations. Today we may rejoice that in every part of the world -- Orient and
Occident alike -- scholars are viewing history objectively and comprehensively. One of the first modern
historians fully to realize the importance of Arabic for the study of world history was George Sarton, World
War I Belgian refugee who found scholastic sanctuary at Harvard and continued there for years his valuable
studies in Orientalism as well as his editorship of the magazine, 'Isis'. His epoch-making work, 'An
Introduction to the History of Science', was the very first to give due credit to the Arabic-Islamic culture as
regards the proportion and weight of its contributions to civilization. We are also greatly indebted to Philip
K. Hitti, professor of Semitic literature at Princeton, for his 'History of the Arabs', a treasure-trove of
information about Arab culture in the Middle East and in Spain.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

This Islamic Contributions to Civilization tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Islamic Contributions to Civilization can be one of the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Islamic
Contributions to Civilization giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Tom Copper:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Islamic Contributions to
Civilization, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Heather Delph:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Islamic Contributions to Civilization
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
may pick Islamic Contributions to Civilization become your personal starter.

Douglas Ham:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Islamic Contributions to Civilization
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Islamic Contributions to
Civilization as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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