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In the Supreme Court's 2008 ruling on whether Guantanamo detainees could be barred from U.S. courts,
Justice Anthony Kennedy cited the U.S. Constitution, of course. But he also linked the decision to the Magna
Carta. Why would a twenty-first century judge,even under the extraordinary circumstances of the "war on
terror," invoke a document signed by an English king in the thirteenth century? To address this question, as
Robert Pallitto does in this clarifying book, is to probe the history of modern civil liberties, and to explore
the process by which judges decide individual rights cases. Pallitto's work, with its insight into competing
ideas about interpreting the Constitution—"originalism" versus "constitutional common law"—is of critical
importance to our understanding of the nation's founding document.

Of far more than symbolic significance, the Magna Carta exerts immediate practical influence on legal
outcomes, as Justice Kennedy's opinion demonstrates. To explain this, Pallitto first goes into the Charter's
origins, history, and nature, especially its explicit use of "the law of the land" to protect subjects' rights and
liberty. The Magna Carta's legacy in the United States reaches back to the nation's founding, with even the
colonial charters reflecting its influence. But it is in the Supreme Court's reference to the Charter, spanning
the institution's full two-hundred years, that Pallitto finds the greatest impact—most frequently inthe
principles of due process (in criminal proceedings) and habeas corpus, but in many other provisions as well.
And the weight of this impact registers most deeply and clearly in the development of the constitutional
common law—the theory that courts should and do interpret and expand on constitutional texts by reference
to tradition and precedent rather than to the drafter's original intent.

Charting the Magna Carta's influence on the contemporary jurisprudence of individual rights—from the legal
thought of the American colonies through exemplary cases over the history of the Supreme Court—this book
offers resounding evidence of the evolution and value of abiding principles through which American liberty
endures.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

The knowledge that you get from In the Shadow of the Great Charter: Common Law Constitutionalism and
the Magna Carta is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but In the Shadow of the
Great Charter: Common Law Constitutionalism and the Magna Carta giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this In the Shadow of the Great Charter: Common Law
Constitutionalism and the Magna Carta instantly.

Ross Jackson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually In the Shadow of the Great Charter: Common Law Constitutionalism and the Magna
Carta.

Bess Malloy:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and In the Shadow of the Great Charter:
Common Law Constitutionalism and the Magna Carta or maybe others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes In the Shadow of the Great Charter: Common
Law Constitutionalism and the Magna Carta to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Lorenzo Davis:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book In
the Shadow of the Great Charter: Common Law Constitutionalism and the Magna Carta. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make



anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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