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The last Indian raid in Iowa

The winter of 1856-7 was a particularly severe one in Iowa, with prolonged heavy snowfall across the
region. In March 1857 a chronic shortage of game and other food persuaded the renegade Santee Sioux
leader, Scarlet Point, to lead a band of fourteen warriors into the widely separated settlements near the
Okoboji and Spirit Lakes, in north western part of the state close to the Minnesota border. Whether or not the
violence that followed could have been avoided is unclear, but certainly the Indians had enough experience
to know that they could expect little charity from the settlers who had treated them harshly in the recent past.
The raid resulted in the deaths of some 35-40 pioneer settlers as the Indians plundered their properties for
provisions. The war party also took prisoners-three married women and a girl-whom they dragged
northwards into the wilderness. A relief party from Fort Dodge, hampered by the extreme weather failed to
defend the settlements and another from Fort Ridgely was unable to catch up to the fugitives. The youngest
of the captives was fourteen year old Abie Gardner. She was held prisoner until the summer months of 1857
before being freed on payment of ransom. Two of the adult women were murdered but Margaret Ann
Marble, the last of them, was also ransomed. This was the last Indian raid on settlers in Iowa though
dissatisfaction among the Sioux was to lead to the Sioux Uprising and far greater bloodshed. Abie Gardner
eventually married and, after a period away from her family home, returned to live in the cabin from which
she was abducted and from there sold her book about the raid, her capture and ordeal to interested visitors.
Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback
with dustjacket; our hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering on their spines and fabric head
and tail bands.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Propst:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject History of the Spirit
Lake Massacre and Captivity of Miss Abbie Gardner: the Raid of the Santee Sioux Against the Iowa Frontier
Settlements, 1857 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled History of the Spirit Lake Massacre and Captivity of Miss Abbie Gardner: the Raid of
the Santee Sioux Against the Iowa Frontier Settlements, 1857is a single of several books this everyone read
now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Veronica Lopez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
other folks. When you read this History of the Spirit Lake Massacre and Captivity of Miss Abbie Gardner:
the Raid of the Santee Sioux Against the Iowa Frontier Settlements, 1857, you may tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Joan Green:

Typically the book History of the Spirit Lake Massacre and Captivity of Miss Abbie Gardner: the Raid of the
Santee Sioux Against the Iowa Frontier Settlements, 1857 has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Alice Edwards:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love History of the Spirit Lake Massacre and



Captivity of Miss Abbie Gardner: the Raid of the Santee Sioux Against the Iowa Frontier Settlements, 1857,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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